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“It is by such statements as, ‘Once upon a time there was a
dragon,’or ‘In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit’- it
is by such beautiful non-facts that we fantastic human beings
may arrive, in our peculiar fashion, at the truth.”

—Ursula K. Le Guin



When Dragons
Come to Play

Ashley Hastings
Opus 3

A Chamber Opera in One Act

Commissioned by Cascadia Chamber Opera



When Dragons Come to Play ii Ashley Hastings

Story, libretto, and music by Ashley Hastings.

Copyright ©2024 by Ashley Hastings.
All Rights Reserved.

The story, characters, places, and events depicted in
this opera are all fictitious. No identification with actual
places, events, or persons, living or dead, is intended.

Please send inquiries to: ajhmusic@icloud.com

Image by upklyak on Freepik




When Dragons Come to Play

CHARACTERS
INSTRUMENTATION
THE STORY
LIBRETTO

SCORE

CONTENTS

Ashley Hastings

Vi

XXV



When Dragons Come to Play iv Ashley Hastings

CHARACTERS

Olivia Soprano

Olivia is an 11- or 12-year-old girl who loves opera. She is an avid reader
and a budding musician, with keyboard and singing talents. She is
intellectually and emotionally mature for her age, and is sensitive to the
thoughts and feelings of others.

Lucas Mezzo-soprano or Countertenor

Lucas is Olvia’s younger brother. Like his sister, Lucas loves to read. He has
a lively imagination and is always ready for adventure. He is quick to anger
if he perceives any slights against himself or his sister, but he is a kind and
loving child.

Father Baritone

Heard (not necessarily seen, depending on staging) only during the first few
minutes.

Mother Mezzo-soprano

Heard (not necessarily seen, depending on staging) only during the first few
minutes.

SheeSHAHzhah Soprano

SheeSHAHzhah is a young dragon girl, around the same age as Lucas. She
is assertive, clever, a bit vain, and curious about everything.

FAHfeenar Mezzo-soprano or Countertenor

FAHfeenar is SheeSHAHzhah's older brother, around the same age as Olivia.
He is quick to understand new concepts and has an air of leadership.
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INSTRUMENTATION

Piano
Chimes (concealed behind the set)

Electric keyboard (on stage)

THE STORY

The family of Olivia and Lucas has just moved into a new house. Much of their
furniture and other belongings are being delivered today. Their parents have set up
a playroom to keep Olivia and Lucas safely occupied while the movers carry
furniture and boxes into the other rooms of the house.

While investigating the playroom, Olivia and Lucas inadvertently sing a magic
formula that causes a magic door to open in the closet. Two young dragons emerge.
After initial doubt and confusion, the four young beings accept each other as
friends. They exchange information about their lives, with lively discussions and
explorations of flying, anatomy, and other topics, including books, music, legends,
family trips, soccer, and marshmallows.

When the dragons try to return home, they find that the magic door has closed.
Olivia and Lucas manage to reopen the magic door and the dragons exit. On
impulse, Lucas decides to give the dragons his soccer ball. He follows them, but
then the magic door closes again with him on the other side. Olivia is unable to
reopen the door by herself; but she enlists the aid of children in the audience, who
sing the magic formula with her. The magic door opens again and Lucas returns
home, safe and sound.
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LIBRETTO

Copyright © 2024 by Ashley Hastings
All Rights Reserved

Scene: a playroom furnished with toys, games, books, a
music keyboard, etc. There are two doors, both closed, in
the back wall: one is to a hallway, the other is a closet.

The hall door opens. Olivia and Lucas enter. They take a
step into the room and stop. They stare around in delighted
astonishment. Father and Mother are just outside the door.

Olivia Wow!

Lucas Wow! What a wonderful playroom!

Olivia I love our new house!

Father Your Mother and I set your playroom up last night when you

kids were asleep.

Mother We want you to have a safe place to play when the movers
come this morning.

Father The moving van will be here soon with the rest of our
furniture.

Mother And dozens of boxes for us to unpack.

Father It's gonna be crazy most of the day.

Mother So this is a safe place for you to play...

Father ...and keep out of everybody's way. And tonight, if everything

goes as planned, we'll light a fire in the fireplace, and we will
toast marshmallows!

Mother Marshmallows! Won't that be grand! I'll call you when it's time
for lunch.

Father,

Mother Have fun! Have fun!

The door is closed. Lucas and Olivia rush to examine the
contents of their playroom.
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Olivia
Lucas
Olivia
Lucas

Olivia

Lucas

Olivia

Lucas
Olivia
Lucas
Olivia
Lucas
Olivia
Lucas

Olivia,
Lucas

Olivia
Lucas

Olivia

Lucas

Olivia,
Lucas

Our new playroom!

In our new house!

Here are puzzles we can do.
Have we done them before?

No, they are new. Here are games of every kind. Here is a
checker board.

I'll play with every toy I find! Here is a pirate sword! “For... I
am a Pirate King! And it is, it is a glorious thing to be a Pirate
King!”

And look! A keyboard that I can play! I'll practice my music
every day! “Let's put on our dancing pants and do a funny
little dance! right foot first, left foot then, round about and
back again.”

And look, Olivia, look! A shelf full of books!

A wonderful sight to see! Books for you, and books for me!
Story books...

...and science books. Picture books...

...and coloring books.

Books that take us to faraway places that we've never seen.

I want to read them all.

I want to read them all.

And look, Lucas, look! A dragon book!

I love dragons! Let me seel

My teacher always says: "Books open many doors that lead to
places you've never seen before." So I've read a lot of books,
and I'm gonna read more. A book is a magic key that opens a

magic door!

Learning new things is what a book is for.

A book is a magic key that opens a magic door!
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Lucas opens the dragon book. Chimes are heard from the

closet.

Lucas and Olivia look at each other in confusion.

Cautiously,

they

approach the closet door and open it.

FAHfeenar and SheeSHAHzhah slowly emerge from the closet.
Humans and dragons eye each other warily.

Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
Lucas

Olivia
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
Olivia
FAHfeenar
Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah
Olivia

Lucas
FAHfeenar
Olivia

Lucas

Who are you?

I am SheeSHAHzhah.

I am FAHfeenar, her brother.

Who are you?

I am Lucas.

I am Olivia, his sister. How did you get in here?
We heard a beautiful sound...

...and a magic door opened in front of us.

And we came through the door, and found ourselves here.
Where are we?

You are in our house!

What is a house?

It's where we livel

So this is your cave?

No, it's not a cave!

We don't live in a cave!

Everybody we know lives in a cave!

Where are you guys from?

And why do you look like dragons?
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SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia,
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah

Olivia,
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia,
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
Lucas

Olivia

Lucas
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

We are dragons.

Dragons!

And I don't mean to be rude, but what exactly are you?

We are children.

We are children too. But what kind of children are you?

We are human children.

Human children?

I never heard of humans!

I thought only dragons could talk.
Are you sure you're not dragons too?
Silly question! Of course we're sure!

Lucas, Lucas, something amazing has happened! You opened
a dragon book, and dragons appeared!

But are you really dragons? Can you fly?
You ask, are we dragons

You ask, can we fly?

If we could take you home with us...

...you would see with your own eyes...

...how dragons fly!

Oh, dragons go flying, dragons go flying, dragons go flying, up
in the sky. Higher than tree tops, higher than hill tops, higher
than mountains, higher than high! We sing as we fly. Our
voices are strong! The air is alive with dragon song! We fly in
the night, with the Moon and the stars, and gaze at the
beauty of Venus and Mars!
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Lucas
Olivia

Olivia,
Lucas

Lucas

Olivia,
Lucas

Olivia

Lucas

Olivia

Olivia,
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah
Olivia
FAHfeenar
Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah

Lucas

It must be fun to fly!

I wish that I could fly!

I'd spend a lot of time up in the sky!

And wouldn't it be cool if we could fly to school!

The other kids would not believe their eyes!

And if I wanted to cross the street, but the traffic light was
red, I wouldn't have to wait for the light to turn green, I'd fly
across instead.

And if I wanted to take a trip to Germany or Spain, I wouldn't
have to sail on an ocean ship, or buy a ticket on a big jet
plane. I'd just fly through the air, and pretty soon I'd be
there!

And if I got tired of flying around, I'd fly to a tree, high above
the ground, and sit on a branch, and take a little rest, and
count the eggs in a robin's nest.

I wish that I could fly. It must be fun to fly.

Oh, you poor things! Poor things!

You'll never get off the ground with those skinny little wings.
No matter how hard you flap them, they are useless for flying.
Look, SheSHAHzhah! Their wings look like bones.

These are not wings! They are arms!

Look, FAHfeenar! There are knobs on their arms.

These are not knobs! They are hands!

Why are there wiggly worms on your hands?

These are not worms! They are fingers!

And what is wrong with your feet? They look awful!

Why are you so rude?
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Olivia

FAHfeenar
Lucas

Olivia

Lucas

Olivia

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia
SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah

Olivia

(ALL)

SheeSHAHzhah

(ALL)

Olivia

Lucas

FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah

You can't even see my feet! I'm wearing shoes and socks. I'll
take them off so you can see that my feet are perfectly
normal!

Look, look, look! She has fingers on her feet!

No, you stupid dragon, no! Those are toes! Toes! Toes!

Fingers on my feet! Fingers on my feet! Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha
ha ha ha! You dragons are so funny!

But they are rude!

Come on, Lucas! Don't be in an ugly mood! FAHfeenar and
SheSHAHzhah have never seen anyone who looks like us.
That's right. That's right.

I don't think they're trying to be mean, or cause a fuss.

That's right. That's right.

We're just trying to understand arms, and toes, and fingers,
and hands.

And I must admit, it's kind of neat to find out what dragons
think of my feet!

Ha ha! Ha ha! Ha ha! Ha ha!

Now that I've had a chance to look twice, I think that your
feet look very nice.

Ha ha! Ha ha! Ha ha! Ha ha!

I will explain so you understand why we have fingers, arms,
and hands. We need them to do the things humans do. Does
that make sense to you?

For example, I use my hands to catch a ball. I use my fingers
to tie my shoes. I use my arms to hug my friends, and hug
my sister, too.

At first, I wondered why you don't have wings, but now I
understand why. With arms and hands and fingers, you can do
many things, but you never need to fly.

Dragons have to fly, so our wings must be strong, and our
tails keep us balanced as we fly along.
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Lucas

FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
Lucas

Olivia

Olivia,
Lucas

FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Lucas
Olivia
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia

Lucas

Olivia,
Lucas

FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah

But, there's one thing you still haven't said: why do you have
horns on your head?

I don't know any explanation.
I think they are just decoration.
And now, I really hope you'll show us how you fly!

Yes, we want to see you fly!

Please fly! Please fly! Please fly!

We'd love to show you how we fly, but this space is too small.
We would bump into the ceiling and bump into the walls!

We need to go outside, under the open sky.

And then, we will fly,...

. fly, fly!
Let's go! Let's go! Let's go let's go let's go!
No no! No no! No, Lucas, no!

But why? Why? Why, Olivia, why?

Don't you want to see us fly?

Our parents get quite upset whenever they see a mouse.
What will they do if they see dragons in the house? I don't
think they'll say: "Have a nice day. We're so glad you dragons
have come to play.”

Now I understand what you're worried about. Our mother
would scream. Our father would shout. And then they would
put our dragons out. Out of the house.

Out of the house.

We understand.

We understand. You don't want to give your parents a scare.
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FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah

FAHfeenar

Lucas
(ALL)

Olivia

Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah

FAHfeenar

Lucas

Olivia
SheeSHAHzhah
Olivia
FAHfeenar

Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
Lucas

Olivia

Lucas

FAHfeenar

So of course we will not go out there. And tell you the truth, If
we took you home with us, our parents would be terrified.

Our father would say: "Why have you brought these awful
creatures into our cave?"

Our mother would say: "They have bony wings, with knobs on
their tips, and wiggling worms on the knobs!”

And fingers on our feet!

Ha ha! Ha ha!

I'm sorry that we won't get to see you dragons fly. But we
don't have to stand here and hang our heads and cry. We still
can enjoy our day. This is a playroom, so let's play!

What would you dragons like to do first?

I have no idea!

We don't know what these things are, or what you do with
them.

Let's start with a puzzle then.

Good ideal!

What is a puzzle?

A puzzle is a picture that is cut into pieces.
What is a picture?

For example, there's a picture of a mountain on the lid of this
puzzle box.

Oh look, FAHfeenar, look! It really looks like a mountain!
The way a mountain looks when you see it from far away!
Haven't you dragons ever seen a picture before?

Think, Lucas! Think! Where do pictures come from? They
don't grow on trees! People make pictures, with pencils,

brushes, cameras, or computers.

Using fingers, which dragons don't have! Of course, now I
see! How silly of me!

We dragons don't have pictures, but we have good memories.
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SheeSHAHzhah

FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah

FAHfeenar

Olivia
SheeSHAHzhah

Lucas

FAHfeenar

(ALL)

FAHfeenar

(ALL)

SheeSHAHzhah

A dragon can remember anything a dragon sees.

And after I see a mountain, I always find I can still see that
mountain in my mind.

I remember so many beautiful sights. Last summer, our
parents took us on a flight to the valley where they fell in
love. It was gorgeous when seen from above. There were
mountains and lakes, and a high waterfall, and a rainbow
arching over all, and a pretty pink baby unicorn with a blue
butterfly perched on its horn. I have no pictures that my eyes
can see, but I see them in my heart. That's enough for me.

Tell us about these other things. This thing with a hole... what
is it for?

It's a board we use in a beanbag game.
Can you show us how to play?

You toss a beanbag at the board. You try to toss it in the hole.
If it goes in the hole, you get three points. If it stays on the
board, you get one point. If it falls on the floor, you get
nothing at all.

This reminds me of a kicking game that we played one time
with our cousins. It was two years ago at a family reunion, on
a tropical island in a tropical sea. Our parents were there, and
our uncles, and our aunts, and dozens of cousins who came to
sing and dance. There were coconut palm trees growing all
around, and hundreds of coconuts lying on the ground. And
one by one, just for fun, we started kicking coconuts around.

We were kicking coconuts! kicking coconuts! Kicking coco
kicking coco kicking coconuts!

Kicking coconuts! Kicking coconuts! Kicking coco kicking coco
kicking coconuts!

Then, an idea came to me. We could kick coconuts at a tree!
And we counted all the coconuts that hit the tree. And my
sister SheeSHAHzhah was the coconut kicking champion of
the family!

We were kicking coconuts! kicking coconuts! Kicking coco
kicking coco kicking coconuts!

Kicking coconuts! Kicking coconuts! Kicking coco kicking coco
kicking coconuts! Kicking coco kicking coco kicking coconuts!

Do you have any coconuts at all?
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Lucas

We have something better: a soccer ball!

Lucas brings out a soccer ball, and they all enjoy kicking

it around.

Olivia

SheeSHAHzhah
Lucas
FAHfeenar
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah

Olivia

FAHfeenar
Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah
Lucas
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah
Lucas

FAHfeenar

Let's have a change of pace. Lucas, maybe our friends would
like to see the dragon book.

What is a book?
This is a book.
What is that horrible picture?

It's supposed to be a dragon.

No! No!

No dragon ever looked like that!
It's an insult!

It makes me angry!

Lucas, why don't you read for our friends! Read the first page.
Read it aloud.

How do you read?

You look at the words on the page.
What is a page?

This is a page.

How can words be on a page?

I don't hear any words!

The words are made of letters.
What are letters?

These are letters.

They look like tiny bugs!
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SheeSHAHzhah What words are these letters saying?
Lucas Dragons are imaginary monsters.

SheeSHAHzhah Oh, FAHfeenar! You are such a horrible monster!

FAHfeenar It's a good thing I'm only imaginary.
Lucas The roar of a dragon is a terrible sound.
SheeSHAHzhah Roar. Roar. Roar, roar, roar, roar, roar.
FAHfeenar Oh, SheeSHAHzha! You are scary!

Lucas Dragons eat human children for breakfast.

SheeSHAHzhah Now I think I'm gonna barf!

FAHfeenar Barf, barf!

Olivia It just goes to show that you can't believe every thing you
read.

Lucas When I grow up I'm gonna write a book about real dragons! I

know more about dragons than the guy who wrote this book.
'Cause I have two friends who are real, real dragons, and I
know how they sound and look. Real dragons are friendly and
fun. They would never hurt anyone. Real dragons are not
scary. Scary dragons are only imaginary. When I grow up I'm
gonna write a book about real dragons! I know more about
dragons than the guy who wrote this book. 'Cause I have two
friends who are real, real dragons, and I love how they sound
and look.

SheeSHAHzhah What is this thing with the black and white teeth?

Olivia That is my keyboard.
FAHfeenar What is it for?
Olivia It's for music!

Olivia plays the opening measures of the overture to
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel.

SheeSHAHzhah Beautiful!

FAHfeenar This thing sings!
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SheeSHAHzhah

FAHfeenar

Olivia

FAHfeenar

Olivia

I never imagined that a thing could sing!
It must be magic!

Yes, music is magic! It fills my life with joy! And my favorite
kind of music is opera!

What is opera?
An opera is a story that is told with music, dramatic acting,

and singing, beautiful singing! The music I just played is from
my favorite opera: Hansel and Gretel.

Olivia plays more of the overture while singing.

Olivia

Lucas

Gretel is a girl, and Hansel is her brother. They live in a house
with their father and their mother. They get into terrible
danger together and save themselves by being clever.

Olivia! Now play the dance! The Hansel and Gretel dance!

Olivia plays and sings, while Lucas dances and the dragons

imitate him.

Olivia

FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah

Let's put on our dancing pants and do a funny little dance!
Right foot first, left foot then, round about and back again.
Dancing is a lot of fun! Lots of fun for everyone. Everyone is
watching you, and you know just what to do! With your feet
go tap tap tap! With your hands go clap clap clap! Tap and
clap, and you’'ll see, it's as easy as can be!

We dragons have no opera.

But we do have legends that we sing.

Our legends are stories that explain...

...how the world began.
I would love to hear a legend!
Me too!

Let's sing the one about the mother dragon!
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FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
Lucas

Olivia
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah

Olivia

That's my favorite one!

Back when the world was new, the Mother of All Dragons was
flying over a lake. And the Mother of All Dragons looked down
at the lake and saw her own reflection in the water of the
lake. And the Mother of All Dragons shouted down to her
reflection: “Fly up to me, and be my child!”

And the reflection became a baby dragon, and flew up from
the lake, and joined the Mother of All Dragons in the sky, and
became her child.

And the Mother of All Dragons took the baby dragon home to
her cave. And the baby dragon said: “Mother, I will freeze in
this cold, dark cave. You must fly down to the forest, and
gather firewood, and make a fire to keep me warm.”

So, the Mother of All Dragons found some firewood. And the
baby dragon said: “"Mother, you need fire to make the wood
burn. You must fly down to the lake,where the sun shines on
the water, and drink the warm sunlight that sparkles on the
water.”

And the Mother of All Dragons drank the sparkling sunlight.
And she felt fire in her belly. And she flew back to her cave,
and blew fire on the wood and made it burn.

Can you really breathe fire?

Of course!

Shall we show you?

Oh yes, please do!

No! Do you want to burn our new house down?

We have very good control of the flame.

In fact, that's how we cook our food.

It's perfectly safe.

Then I have an idea!

Olivia runs out of the room.
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FAHfeenar Lucas what is your sister doing?
Lucas She is full of good ideas, so I bet we're in for a treat!

SheeSHAHzhah What kind of treat?
FAHfeenar What kind of treat?
Lucas Maybe something to eat!

SheeSHAHzhah That would be good!
FAHfeenar What will it be?

Olivia rushes back into the room, carrying a bag of
marshmallows and four forks.

Olivia Marshmallows! Toasted marshmallows!

SheeSHAHzhah How do they taste?

Lucas Very sweet!

Olivia Lucas, take a fork in each hand. Stick a marshmallow on each

fork. Then hold them up so a dragon can blow fire and toast
them for us to eat.

Both Lucas and Olivia stick marshmallows on two forks.

FAHfeenar We will use our lowest setting.
SheeSHAHzhah The flame will be invisible...

FAHfeenar ...but hot enough to do the job.

Lucas and Olivia hold up the marshmallows and the dragons
blow gently on them.

Olivia I think they should be done.

Lucas Let's try them!
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Lucas and Olivia feed marshmallows to themselves and the

dragons.

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia,
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia,
Lucas
FAHfeenar
Lucas

SheeSHAHzhah

Olivia
FAHfeenar
Lucas

Olivia

Lucas

Olivia

So sweet!

They like them!

So sweet! So sweet! So gooey and sweet! I have never tasted
anything this sweet before! So sweet! So sweet! So sweet so
sweet so sweet! So sweet! So sweet! So sweet!

We're glad you like them we're very very glad! So glad! So
glad! So glad!

I think it's time for us to go home.
So soon? What's the hurry?

Our parents don't know where we are, and we don't want
them to worry.

Let me get my camera!
What is a camera?
It's a thing that makes pictures.

Lucas, first I'll take you with the dragons. Smile! Dragons!
Smile!

Now I'll take one with you.

Let's see how they came out!

Everyone looks at the pictures on the camera.

FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah

Olivia

I've never seen a picture of myself before.
My horns are really pretty, aren't they?

Before you leave, I just want to say: I think we've all learned
a lot today.
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SheeSHAHzhah
Lucas
FAHfeenar

(ALL)

Olivia

Lucas
SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia,
Lucas

The dragons enter the closet,

again.

SheeSHAHzhah
FAHfeenar
SheeSHAHzhah
SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar

Olivia

Lucas

Dragons and humans can be friends.

All kinds of children can be friends.

We all like to laugh, and sing, and play.
We are the same, just in different ways.

Dragons and humans can be friends. All kinds of children can
be friends. Let's hope that our friendship never ends.

And we hope you'll come back.
Come back real soon!
We would love to come back.

We'll come back soon!

But for now.... Goodbye!

Goodbye, goodbye!

then immediately rush out

Lucas! Olivia!

The magic door is closed!

We can't go home!

We can't live here! We will die here! Please open the magic
door again!

Let's be calm. Lucas, remember, you opened the dragon book,
and the magic door opened right away.

I'll open it now!

Lucas opens the dragon book. SheeSHAHzhah looks into the

closet.



When Dragons Come to Play XXii Ashley Hastings

SheeSHAHzhah The magic door is still closed.

Lucas Olivia, remember, you sang a little song about a book and a
key and a door, and the magic door opened right away.

Olivia I'll sing the song now, while you open the dragon book.

A book is a magic key that opens a magic door!

Lucas opens the dragon book. FAHfeenar looks into the
closet.

FAHfeenar The magic door is still closed.

Olivia Lucas, remember, you sang the song with me, and the magic
door opened right away.

Lucas Maybe one voice is not enough. Maybe we need two. This time
I will sing with you.

Olivia,
Lucas A book is a magic key that opens a magic door!

Lucas opens the dragon book. The dragons look into the
closet.

SheeSHAHzhah,
FAHfeenar The magic door is open! Thank you! Thank you so much.

The dragons enter the closet.

Lucas I'm gonna give them the soccer ball! I'll be right back!

Lucas grabs the soccer ball and dashes into the closet.

Olivia Lucas is so generous and kind.

Let's put on our dancing pants and do a funny little dance!
right foot first, left foot then, round about and...
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Lucas should be back by now.

Olivia goes to the closet and looks inside. She emerges in

a panic.

Olivia

Olivia,
Audience

Olivia

Olivia,
Audience

Olivia

Olivia,
Audience

The magic door is closed! Lucas is gone! Lucas, Lucas, my
dear brother! I must save him, I must save him! I must open
the magic door again!

I must be calm.

A book is a magic key that opens a magic door!

She opens the dragon book repeatedly.

I'll try singing louder and faster... A book is a magic key that
opens a magic door! A book is a magic key that opens a
magic door!

I can't do it alone! One voice is not enough! How can I bring
my brother home?

She looks out toward the audience.

One voice is not enough to open the magic door. I need some

children to sing with me. Who will help? Great! Let's practice a
couple of times.

A book is a magic key that opens a magic door!

Now louder!

A book is a magic key that opens a magic door!

Once more, with the book!

A book is a magic key that opens a magic door!

Olivia opens the dragon book. The chimes are heard. Lucas
emerges from the closet.
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Olivia

Lucas

Olivia

Lucas, Lucas, I'm so glad to see you!

Olivia! I saw dragons fly! Their parents were not at home, so
FAHfeenar and SheeSHAHzhah took me outside, and they flew
for me! And it was wonderful to see!

But, when I tried to come home, the magic door was gone,
and I was afraid I was stuck there forever! I thought I would
never see you, or Mom, or Dad again. There I was in a dragon
cave, so scared! So scared!

Then the magic door opened in front of me. And I came
through the door. But... how did you open the magic door? All
by yourself, with only one voice?

I was not alone. These children helped me!

Lucas and Olivia face the audience.

Lucas

Olivia,
Lucas

Thank you! Thank you so much.
When those dragons came to play, it was such a big surprise!
We could not believe our eyes. What an amazing day!

Now when dragons come to play, we will know just what to
do. And we hope to see you too, when dragons come to play!
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“But it is one thing to read about dragons
and another to meet them.”

—Ursula K. Le Guin
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She speaks to the audience:

One voice is not enough to open the magic door. I need some children to sing with me.

Who will help?

She waits for a response.

Great! Let's practice a couple of times.

She goes to the keyboard.
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Olivia opens the dragon book.
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17. Happy Ending

Lucas emerges from the closet.
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Other operas by Ashley Hastings

Free Men

Premiered in full production (Cascadia Chamber Opera, 4/23/2023)

A wounded gay Confederate veteran and a gay ex-slave meet in the
American South, shortly after the Civil War. They fall in love and discover
that together, they can be happy and free. Then, when their freedom and
lives are threatened, they are compelled to kill their oppressors.

1 SOPRANO, 1 MEZZO-SOPRANO OR COUNTERTENOR, 1 TENOR,
1 BASS-BARITONE, PIANO

DURATION: ONE HOUR 10 MINUTES

The Dream

Premiered in full production (Cascadia Chamber Opera, 4/23/2023)

A novelist struggling with writer's block takes a nap. Hearing someone at the
door, she gets up and is confronted by her main character, who has a bitter
complaint. Together, they solve their problems, with the help of a little wine
and poetry. Or was it a dream? And whose dream?

1 SOPRANO, 1 MEZZO-SOPRANO, PIANO

DURATION: 55 MINUTES



